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Listeners,  unless  the  signs  fail,   this  coming  season  is  going  to  he  a 
big  one  for  cotton  dresses.     The  signs  I'm  referring  to  are  the  many  new  cotton 
frocks  already  appearing  in  the  stores  --  "before  most  people  in  the  North  have 
ever  seen  their  first  robin.     From  my  observation,  the  early  birds  are  out 
getting  wash  dresses  this  year. 

Which  reminds  me  —  Have  I  ever  told  you  that  the  clothing  and  textile 
peonle  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture  once  made  a  study  of  ready-made  wash 
dresses  with  the  purpose  of  finding  what  buyers  should  look  for  in  order  to 
get  value  for  their  money  in  ready-to-wear  cotton  frocks  —  house  dresses,  or 
sports  dresses  for  summer,  or  party  dresses. 

Before  going  shopping  for  new  cotton  clothes,  you  might  be  interested 
in  hearing  a  few  things  that  the  textiles  experts  found  out  about  quality 
glides  to  buying  ready-made-dresses.     Even  if  you  are  oretty  much  of  an  expert 
on  wash  dresses  yourself,  I  think  you'll  enjoy  checking  your  buying  experience 
with  the  findings  of  the  textile  peoole  in  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics. 

I  guess  all  agree  on  the  qualities  that  a  woman  wants  in  a  wash  dress. 

She  wants  first  becomingness ,  of  course.  She  wants  the  dress  to  be  becoming 

when  she  first  wears  it  —  and  also  after  it  has  been  washed.     So  such  matters 

as  shrinkage,  fast  color,  washable  style,  and  fit  come  ud  for  consideration. 

The  way  a  dress  wears  and  keeps  its  looks  defends  on  all  these  qualities. 

You  might  suppose  that  any  "wash  dress"  would  wash  well.     But  according 
to  the  experts,  this  is  not  always  the  case.     Some  wash  dresses  shrink;  some 
have  colors  that  run;  some  become  thin  and  sleazv  after  washing.     Dresses  tagged 
with  labels  that  guarantee  the  fabric  against  shrinkage  -prove  the  safest  buys 
generally.    The  safe  labels  are  the  ones  with  such  definite  statements  as: 
Will  not  shrink"  or  "Guaranteed  not  to  shrink"  or  "Completely  pre-shrunk. " 
On  the  other  hand,  dresses  with  indefinite  labels  such  as  just  the  word 
"Cashable"  or  "Pre-shrunk"  are  uncertain  buys.     Some  wash  without  shrinking. 
Some  shrink  badly. 

In  general,  dresses  of  smooth,   evenly-woven  fabric  wash  and  iron  most 
easily.    But  some  materials  look  firm  and  lasting  at  first  glance  but  on  closer 
examination  —  or    after  washing  —  prove  to  be  just  sleazy  2nd  loosely  woven 
goods  filled  in  with  sizing  or  dressing.     To  illustrate,  a  bargain  party  dress 
that  looks  almost  like  organdy  may  come  out  of  the  tub  limp  as  a  dish  rag  and 
prove  to  be  made  of  nothing  but  heavilv  sized  cheesecloth. 
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The  clothing  and  textile  peoole  have  found  that  it  is  not  difficult  to 
recognize  an  undue  amount  of  sizing  on  a  cotton  dress.     The  simplest  way  to 
detect  it  is  to  rub  part  of  the  dress  "between  your  fingers.     If  it  contains 
a  good  deal  of  sizing,   the  telltale  particles  of  white  dust  will  come  out  and 
the  weave  will  look  more  open  at  the  place  where  you  have  rubbed  it. 

Now  about  color.     Fast  color  is  another  quality  all  women  want  in  wash 
dresses.     The  textiles  experts  have  found  that  some  labels  on  dresses  are  good 
guides  about  the  dye  in  the  dress.     Others  are  not.     Indefinite  labels  that 
say  "fast  color"  or  "washable"  may  prove  to  be  uncertain  guides  —  in  fact, 
generally  unfavorable.     But  a  label  that  says  "Color  guaranteed  fast  to  sun 
and  washing"  —  a  definite  label  like  that  generally  shows  that  the  dress  is 
a  good  buy  as  to  color.     Some  labels  go  even  further  and  give  more  explicit 
details  —  all  to  the  good. 

When  a  dress  has  no  label  to  tell  you  about  shrinkage  and  color,  then 
ask  for  information  from  the  salesperson  or  buyer  in  the  store.     That  is  what 
the  textile  people  advise.     Their  experience  has  been  that  reliable  stores 
stand  behind  their  merchandise  or  will  tell  you  frankly  that  they  do  not 
guarantee  it. 

Another  problem  in  buying  ready-made  wash  dresses  is  style  and  construc- 
tion.   Washable  styles  are  as  important  as  washable  fabrics;     the  dress  that 
stands  tubbing  well  is  built  for  it. 

Dresses  that  keep  their  looks,  wear  well  and  launder  most  easily  are 
those  that  are  well-made.     Take  the  matter  of  seams,  for  example.     Uneven  or 
skimped  seams  soon  -cull  out.     So  do  those  with  long,  loose  stitching  and  cheap 
thread.    But  carefully  finished  seams  --  French  seams  or  net  binding  on  sheer 
fabric,  and  pinked  edges  for  the  seams  on  heavy  firm  cottons  —  these  wash  and 
give  good  wear. 

Trimming  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  wear,  too.     Fragile  trimming  soon 
becomes  ragged.     For  example,   some  of  last  year's  ready-made  dresses  with 
loosely  fringed  or  frayed  collars  and  sleeves  soon  frayed  out.     And  puffed 
sleeves  and  many  ruffles  prove  difficult  and  time-consuming  to  iron.     As  for 
buttons  and  buckles,  what  I've  heard  about  them  would  take  a  whole  morning  to 
tell  you.    Then  fragile  buckles  bend  or  break.     Some  metal  buckles,  covered 
with  cloth  or  not,  rust  and  sometimes  stain  the  dress  after  its  first  wash. 
Some  buttons  melt  with  the  heat  of  an  iron.     Others  have  oaint  that  wears  off. 
Buttons  also  may  rust.     Plain  smooth  buttons  of  oearl  or  other  washable  material, 
made  in  one  piece,  generally  take  to  tubbing  best. 

Lotfe  more  to  tell  you  about  the  ways  of  ready-made  wash  dresses.  But 
tins  is  enough  for  one  day.     You  can  get  more  details  in  the  leaflet  called 
Quality  Guides  for  Ready-Made  Dresses"  which  you  can  have  by  writing  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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